Things to remember when writing essays

The introduction

· If you find it hard to start an essay begin by restating the question

                 Eg. Describe the problems faced by the German government in

                       the period 1919-24 and illustrate with examples.
      Begin:  The German government was faced with several

                    problems during the period 1919-24.
· Try not to just list the main points that you are making 
                  eg. The German government was faced with several problems during

                         the period 1914-1924 such as inflation, political instability and

                         anger over the Treaty  of Versailles.
                       Rather give each main point a complete sentence. 
                 eg.  The German government was faced with several problems during

                        the period 1919-24.  Inflation was a problem as the value of money
                       decreased. Germany was also beset by political instability as
                        various groups looked to gain control. Lastly, anger over the terms
                       of the Treaty of Versailles was also a problem.

Middle

· Each main point becomes a paragraph. Therefore, the paragraphs in this example would be on 

1. inflation

2. political instability

3. anger over the Treaty of Versailles
· Each paragraph should be split three ways. 

1. Firstly, statement. 
      Eg. One of the problems faced by the German  government was
       inflation.
2. Secondly, explanation. 
                       Eg. Because Germany was forced to pay money to the nations that
                       defeated her in World War One her economy struggled. The 
                       government, in order to fix this problem, printed more money, which
                       led to inflation.
3. Thirdly, example. 
      Eg. For example money became so worthless that a wheelbarrow of 
      money could only buy one loaf of bread and people wallpapered their
      houses with money.

The conclusion

· Conclusions are similar to introductions. However, an introduction explains what will be in your essay, a conclusion sums up your essay. 
· Go over your main points again keeping them in sentence form

· Therefore, you can use your explanations and examples in your conclusion

Eg. Introduction, Inflation was a problem as the value of money decreased.

      Conclusion, Being forced to use a wheelbarrow of money for a loaf of bread due to inflation was a problem the German government faced.

· For the last sentence you can restate the question again 
· Do not introduce new information into your conclusion
Finally
· Be sure to only answer the question that was asked
· Give yourself time to check your work at the end
Easy!

